
LESSON 7 

SACRIFICE, PARTNERSHIP, AND GOSPEL ADVANCEMENT 

Phil 2:17-30 
 

I. INTRODUCTORY THOUGHTS: 
a. What we study – they lived 
b. The Gospel advances little if any through apathetic, indifferent people. 
c. I fear we crave models of mediocrity at times to soothe our divided heart. 
d. We don’t want to feel guilty but at the same time we don’t want to be uncomfortable. 
e. We search for the model that says you don’t really have to sacrifice or the one that 

demonstrates how ease and comfort can really be used to advance the Gospel. 
f. I feel like we sometimes want someone to say it really is okay to be in love with the 

things of this world and God at the same time.   
g. If you are looking for examples of people who sat on their couches and saw the Gospel 

advance mightily through them, then you will not find what you are looking for in our text 
today. 

h. If you are looking for guys who are a very challenge to my soul of what it means to: 
i. Only let their manner of life be worthy of the gospel of Christ 
ii. To in humility count others more significant than themselves 
iii. To look to the interests of others 
iv. To do all things without grumbling or questioning  
v. Shine as lights as they hold out the Word of life 

i. F B Meyer “before any service that we do for God or man is likely to be of lasting or 
permanent benefit, it must be saturated with our heart's blood.  That which costs us 
nothing will not benefit others.” 

 

II. THREE MODELS OF SACRIFICE, PARTNERSHIP, AND GOSPEL ADVANCEMENT 
a. Not “evangelized and then out of mind” – not let me get you to say a prayer and then I 

never return to your town 
b. True partnership in the Gospel – true disciple making – true concern for maturity 

c. Example #1 – Paul – willing to be poured out for sake of the Gospel 
i. The pouring out was his life – 2 Cor. 11:23-28 

1. Spendo – present tense 
a. I am being spendomi, I am being poured out presently.  It cannot 

mean his death, it can end with his death but he is talking about his 
sacrificial life.  

b. WHAT ARE WE SPENDING OUR LIFE ON?  

c. WHAT ARE YOU WILLING TO BE POURED OUT FOR? 

d. WHAT WILL BE THE LASTING VALUE?  

e. WHAT WILL BE THE RETURN ON INVESTMENT? 
ii. Mutual Sacrifice with the Philippians: 

1. Drink offering – was on top of the sacrifice 
a. Duncan - In other words, Paul is saying, “If my life simply becomes 

a component of your living to God for His glory, it will all have been 
worth it. And I’ll be more than happy, in fact, I’ll be rejoicing.” Paul is 
teaching the principle here of how expensive our sanctification is. 

b. ILLUSTRATION: What if a young man or a young woman 
graduated from a good school with great grades and went to 
medical school at University Medical Center and after medical 
school said, “You know, I think I’m going to go to Seminary and do 
a degree, an M Div, and I want to pursue missions and do medical 



missions in some part of the world”. And after graduating with 
honors and going off to the mission field to Pakistan in a field 
hospital, in three months a radical Muslim killed that man or that 
young woman. Wouldn’t your tendency be to say, “What a waste, 
what a waste?” 

c. And the Apostle Paul is saying, “No, no, no. Don’t you understand? 
God is ready to pour out expensive gifts for the sake of building up 
His people.” 

2. The main sacrifice was the faith of the Philippians 
a. In chapter 4 verse 18 he says that the money you sent me which 

was sacrificial, they didn't have as much as they sent, they 
sacrificed.  They didn't have that much to spare.  And he said what 
you have sent, the end of verse 18, with Epaphroditus, what you 
sent is a fragrant aroma, an acceptable sacrifice well pleasing to 
God.  You see, he saw their life as the major sacrifice and it was 
demonstrated in the generosity with which they were endeavoring 
to meet the needs of Paul in a monetary way by sending money to 
him.  But they were a sacrificial people.  His life was just the 
topping of that sacrifice. 

b. The greatest joy for a disciple maker/missionary – to be poured out 
to see God working in those you have shared the Gospel 

c. Unity of the sacrifice - together 
iii. Mutual Joy with the Philippians 

1. The joy is because of the sacrifice 
2. He’s saying, “When you have already been given everything in Christ, you 

can’t lose anything that matters. When you have already been given 
everything in Christ, you can’t give away anything that matters. When you 
have already been given everything in Christ, no one can take anything 
from you that matters.” 

iv. The reason many believers know little about Paul’s kind of joy is that they know 
little about his kind of sacrifice. [MacArthur]  

v. What fuels this type of life and sacrifice? Intimacy with Christ 
1. Our effectiveness as a Christian is directly related to the proximity in which 

you live in intimate fellowship with Christ 
 

d. Example #2 – Timothy – thinking about Christ above all else 
i. Who is Timothy? 

1. From Derbe/Lystra – mother (Eunice) grandmother (Lois) but father was 
Greek 

2. Acts 16 he joins Paul – he has to first be circumcised 
ii. Paul sending his very best – Paul could have said I need Timothy way too much 
iii. Why is Paul sending Timothy: 

1. That he may be “cheered by news of you” – Paul expects them to respond 
to what he is writing 

2. He will send Timothy to help them work toward living what they are 
reading if necessary 

a. WHO ARE YOU MENTORING? TO WHOM ARE YOU PASSING 

THE BATON? WHO ARE YOU SENDING TO MAKE OTHER 

DISCIPLES? 
iv. What do we learn about Timothy? 

1. He was the most like-minded to Paul 



2. Genuinely concerned for the Philippians (Acts 16) 
3. His main interest is Christ and what He desires 

a. IS THIS OUR MAIN INTEREST? 

b. IS THIS OUR MAIN INTEREST AS A CHURCH? 

c. HOW CAN WE BECOME MORE LIKE TIMOTHY IN THIS? 
4. Proven worth – been tested and found faithful 
5. Son in the faith 
6. Served – doulos/slave 

v. Timothy’s example for us: WHEREVER AND WHENEVER FOR THE 

GOSPEL 
1. He was with Paul in Philippi, he was with him in Thessalonica, he was with 

him in Berea, he was with him in Corinth, he was with him in Ephesus, he 
is with him here in Rome as he writes this letter.  He was associated with 
Paul in the writing of some of his epistles...such as 1 and 2 Thessalonians, 
2 Corinthians, Colossians, Philippians.  And when Paul wrote to the 
Romans, Timothy was there as well. 

2.  He was of great use to Paul because he was so willing to do anything 
Paul ever wanted him to do.  Paul could send him somewhere, he would 
go.  Paul could take him with him, he would go.  Paul could leave him 
somewhere, he would stay.  And always faithful to fulfill that which God 
had given him to do.  A message in the hands of Timothy would be as 
safe as it was in the hands of Paul because Timothy was truly his protege. 

 

e. Example #3 – Epaphroditus – willing to risk his life for the work of Christ 
i. Not an apostle 
ii. Not an itinerant minister 
iii. Chosen by Philippi to carry their offering and to serve with Paul 
iv. Who would this be for us??? 
v. What we know 

1. Brother   
2. Fellow worker 
3. Fellow soldier 

a. WHO CONSIDERS US THESE? WHO CONSIDERS US FELLOW 

WORKERS AND SOLDIERS? 
4. Your messenger 
5. Your minister 

vi. He was most upset because of his concern for the Philippians – he did not want 
them to be anxious 

vii. Challenge: 
1. V. 30 – he nearly died for the work of Christ, risking his life to complete 

what was lacking in your service to me 

2. Seminary degrees are not a prerequisite for serving the cause of 

Christ 
a. In such a climate, it is not likely that Christians will receive much 

encouragement from the broader culture to be faithful, in spite of 
hardship, to their commitment to the gospel. The notion that 
someone might become a “slave” in the service of anything or risk 
one’s health to fulfill a higher calling appears extraordinary, even 
abnormal. Indeed, the exemplary function of Timothy and 
Epaphroditus in this passage shows that Paul hopes that all of his 
readers will, because they are believers, view the commitment of 



Timothy and Epaphroditus as the norm and not follow the path of 
those who look out for their “own interests, not those of Jesus 
Christ” (2:21). [Thielman]  

 

III. GOSPEL ADVANCING CHURCHES 
a. Acts 12:25-13:3 
b. Whom will we send? Where will we plant churches?  


